
Bringing the word of God to the people of Saint Rose is a ministry that’s special to Claire and Don Tschida,
even when the readings include sentences that are 40 or more words long, or biblical names that look as if
they include the entire alphabet. For three decades this dedicated pair of lectors has handled whatever comes
their way with reverence and clear, steady voices.

The Tschidas consider the writings of St. Paul to be the most difficult, so they take a deep breath when
beginning to read. “Paul’s sentences go on and on,” says Don, “and that is really hard. Sometimes you have
to pause mid-sentence and catch your breath or insert a comma where there is none.”

Claire became a lector as soon as their two children were old enough to sit in the pew by themselves. She was
a school teacher and was very comfortable speaking in front of a group. Don got involved later, after former
pastor Fr. Walter Sochacki gave a homily about the need for more people to come forward and participate in
the Mass. “That’s when I got an elbow from my wife and signed up,” recalls Don.

In discussing their time as Saint Rose lectors Claire and Don believe this is a significant ministry, one that is
all about the message. “It’s an important part of the Mass and we treat it that way,” says Don.

The Tschidas, who have been married almost 44 years, were born and raised in the Como Park area. Don
went to Holy Childhood church and school, Claire to St. Andrews church and school. They met at St.
Agnes High School, both graduating the same year. Don went on to St. Paul TVI (Technical Vocational
Institute) where he studied electricity. After graduating he began a 35-year career at Northern States Power
(now known as Xcel Energy). He worked in the electric sub-station department as a relay technician. After
several years of being retired he was called back as a part-time inspector of utility contractors hired by the
company.

Claire attended the University of Minnesota and received a teaching degree from University of Wisconsin-
River Falls. Her elementary teaching career was exclusively in Catholic schools, beginning at St. John
Vianney in South St. Paul. She has long been an advocate for the disabled and has lent her support at the
state legislature.

Don and Claire Tschida

Other things to know about Don and Claire:
• One of their favorite activities is taking trips throughout Minnesota
and Wisconsin on their Harley-Davidson Road King touring cycle.
• In addition to being a lector, Claire is on the team that conducts a
prayer service at Rose of Sharon every Tuesday. She is also a
Eucharistic minister. “I am very grateful for those opportunities,” she
says. “It is so joyful to give someone the Eucharist.”
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